
 

 

March, 2017 

Frequent Flyer 
Enjoy the first publication of 2017 for 
our SD ENA Frequent Flyer newsletter! 
Read up on the great things we’ve 
accomplished and what we are looking 
forward to in 2017!  

The 

South Dakota ENA 
We have a lot of information to cover in your SD ENA 
Frequent Flyer Newsletter! If you have any questions please 
reach out to your SD ENA Board Members and Committee 
Chairpersons! We are here to help you make the most of your 
ENA membership! 

 

Schedule at a glance! 

May 8th 

August 15th 

October 23rd 
& 24th  

Nurses Week Event with 
Terry Foster. See page 9. 

Quarterly Education and 
Business Meeting 

SD ENA Fall Educational 
Conference. See page 8. 

Visit www.sdena.org for a full 
up-to-date schedule! 
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Certified Nurses Make a Difference 
We uplift Certified Nurses across the state!  

A specialty certification is a mark of distinction that highlights your professional 
accomplishments, elevates you, and differentiates you in your workplace. Certifications: 

- Signify your expertise and nursing specialty standards 
- Enhance personal confidence in your knowledge and skills 

- Validate your qualifications and competencies 
- Show your commitment to the highest level of, and latest developments in, patient care 

The following nurses hold certifications in South Dakota. Data abstracted from BCEN Registry 
on 3/6/17. 

 



 lorem ipsum dolor issue, date 

3 

 



 lorem ipsum dolor issue, date 

4 

  



 lorem ipsum dolor issue, date 

5 

 



 lorem ipsum dolor issue, date 

6 

South Dakota 
Certified Nurses 
Totals: 

CEN: 124 

CFRN: 32 

CPEN: 14 

TCRN: 14 

Thinking of becoming a Certified Nurse? 

BCEN ANNOUNCES THE ENA 
STATE CERTIFICATION CONTEST 

May 15, 2017 – August 15, 2017 

States with the largest percentage increase in newly 
certified CEN & CPEN nurses win prize package of 
certification and recertification gift certificates and 
appliqués!
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A Message From the President 
Happy Spring! Well, it feels like springtime as I type 
this anyways! South Dakota ENA finished off 2016 
strong and we’ve been busy planning for an even 
stronger 2017! You’ll read about updates and new plans 
for the upcoming year in this publication. 

I can’t stress enough how important each and every 
member of our state council is to the growth and power 
of our state.  Without dedicated and involved members 
we would not be able to accomplish all we have. 

I’d like to take a brief moment and thank our 
immediate past president, Karla Nygren, for all the 
work she put into the state the past years.  As I’m sure 
you’re well aware she was voted to serve on our 
National ENA Board of Directors and stepped down 
from her SD ENA Presidency.  I’m honored to follow 
her footsteps and continue to help ensure SD ENA has 
a positive impact on nurses across the state, region, and 
country. 

As your new SD ENA President I’m reaching out to all 
nurses across the state to join ENA and make a lasting  

difference for your patients and your colleagues. Now is the time to become active! I’m also reaching 
out to student nurses across the region who have interest in emergency and trauma nursing. Please 
reach out to myself, your SD board of directors, and/or committee chairpersons to become more 
involved.  

We’re looking forward to an exceptional 2017! 

I’m honored to serve as your State Council President. 

Thank you for all you do for patients across the State each and every day, 

Alex Sproul 

 

APPLY FOR ENA ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Scholarships awarded through the ENA Foundation. Since 1991 the ENA 
Foundation has awarded over $2.5 million in scholarships and research grants.  

Apply online @ 
https://www.ena.org/foundation/grants/Pages/Scholarships.aspx 

Submission deadline is April 28th, 2017 at 1200 CST. 
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Education 
Committee Updates 
Kristen Cline and Kip Littau serve as your 

SD ENA Education Co-Chairs. 
 

Kristen Cline: Kristen.cline@gmail.com 

Kip Littau: littau.kip@gmail.com 

Please make sure you ‘like’ our 
Facebook Page: 
SouthDakotaENA and ‘follow’ 
our events!  All of our 
educational events are posted 
there along with registration 
information- it’s the easiest way 
to stay up to date!  

Check out ENA’s new online 
educational offering: 
‘Conference on Demand’!  If 
you have never been to an ENA 
National Conference before, 
ENA wants to show you what it 
is like, with lectures recorded 
live in Los Angeles, virtual 
posters, and an online 
community for networking and 
discussion.  This is a limited 
time offering, so register now at 
www.ena.org. 

Also available at ENA.org is early bird registration for EN17 in St. Louis, MO September 13th-16th.  
ENA keeps raising the bar for this event and it is something you do not want to miss!  The conference 
will not be this close to home for the foreseeable future, so we are hoping lots of outstanding ENA’ers 
will take the opportunity to see what all the fuss is about.  Register early to take advantage of the best 
deals, including the new VIP program! 

Our friends at the Siouxland AACN are having their Spring Symposium on April 4th at Sanford 
USDMC Schroeder Auditorium in Sioux Falls.  They have extended their special member rate to us, 
so please take advantage of this opportunity for high quality education! 
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Again this year, we are partnering with health systems around the region to provide a fun and inspiring 
event for Nurses Week.  This year, we are pleased and honored to welcome Terry Foster!  Terry is a 
nurse humorist who is best known for his many appearances on the Discovery Health Channel’s 
shows: ‘Untold Stories of the ER’ and ‘Sex Sent Me to the ER’.   This is an event you won’t want to 
miss and all proceeds benefit the ENA Foundation. 

Planning for our Fall Conference is under way!  The Fall Conference will be October 23-24 at Sanford 
Research in Sioux Falls.  Details are being finalized, but the event plans to be an intense 2 days of 
hands-on skills labs, national speakers, and networking unlike any other experience available in the 
region!  Save the date and watch for special Early Bird pricing.  Our mission is to continue to raise the 
bar of the educational experiences available to our members. 
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Government Affairs Update 
Sandra Ruesch serves as your SD ENA Government 
Affairs Chairwoman 
 

SD ENA with 
Governor Dennis 

Daugaard 
Left to Right: 

Alex Sproul, Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard, Sandra Ruesch, Kip 

Littau, Karla Nygren, Tonya 
Ellingson, & Michael 

Quinlivan, along with former 
ER nurse Cheryl Moss 

 
“I found the whole 

thing to be fascinating .. 
I’m proud to have been 
part of this experience!” 

–Karla Nygren, 
attended SD Day at the 

Legislature 2017 

South Dakota Nurses Day at the Legislature 

February 6-7, 2017 

Governor Dennis Daugaard kicked off the event as the keynote 
speaker. He discussed SB 61 and the proposed changes to Certified Nurse 
Practitioner and Certified Nurse Midwife licensure requirements, 
Medicaid expansion, access to care for Native Americans, and nursing 
shortages of rural areas across our state. The SD Nurses Association 
Government Affairs committee members and lobbyist spoke next 
discussing topics like how a bill becomes a law, SDNA’s political agenda, 
the role of a professional lobbyist, and the importance of nurses 
advocating for legislative action by reaching out to legislators and 
establishing relationships. This group touched on federal legislation 
issues and nurses strategic action teams. Kim Malsom-Rydson, Cabinet 
Secretary of the SD Department of Health, spoke about the nursing issues 
in our state. She shared statistics of suicide/mental health, vaccination 
rates (among the best in the nation), opioid abuse, smoking cessation, 
and safe sleep practices. She discussed prevention and legislative 
measures on these topics. Next up was Lynee Valenti, Cabinet Secretary 
of the South Dakota Department of Health. She spent time discussing the 
RNs role in reporting abuse and neglect 

We then traveled to the state capitol to view action on both the 
House and Senate floors. Bills that were being departed that day weren’t 
necessarily health care bills, but it was still interesting to see the process. 
We returned back to the event center to discuss SD health bills in more 
detail, and we prepared for the chili supper event where we got to speak 
one-on-one with SD House and Senate members. Once again, this was 
the highlight of the event for those that attended. 

The next morning we sat in on the House Health and Human 
Services Committee hearing where Senate Bill 61 was being discussed. 
This passed through the Senate side swiftly, and quickly. On the House 
side, this committee was intense and there was much discussion about 
Certified Nurse Practitioner and Certified Nurse Midwife licensures 
being tied to a MD/DO. After much discussion and testimony on both 
sides, the bill moved from Committee to be heard on the House floor. 
This bill passed the House on 2/13/17 and was signed into law by 
Governor Daugaard. 

“For me, the most exciting part of this event was seeing the increased participation amongst the 
membership of our SD ENA Council. Four years ago, I was the only member representing our 
organization at this event. I love seeing our numbers grow!” _Sandra Ruesch, SD ENA GA 

Chairwoman 

Full Government Affairs update on www.sdena.org under “meeting minutes” within Members Only 
Section 



 

 

 

ENA’s	2020	Member	Challenge	
rewards	current	members	for	
recruiting	new	ENA	members!	
Each	time	a	new	member	
enters	your	ENA	Member	
Number	into	the	referrer	field	
when	they	join,	you	earn	one	
point.	The	more	members	you	
successfully	refer,	the	more	
points	you	receive	and	the	
higher	level	you	achieve.	While	
the	points	never	expire,	the	
2020	Member	Challenge	ends	
at	ENA’s	annual	conference	in	
2020,	so	you	only	have	a	limited	
time!	

Injury Prevention Committee 
Stefanie Hoffman and Kylee VanDieren serve as your SD Injury Prevention 

Committee Chairwomen. 

The committee is working on a 
pledge to not text and drive.  
The plan is the take the pledge to 
local high schools. They also plan 
to draft up a pledge amongst 
ENA members and non-members 

Please print and distribute to all 
ER nurses across the region! 


